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964 

Dec. 3 

TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: President By , N-YRa Date ^ 

Recommend against reprisal for the Brink bombing. 

965 

Jan. 4 

TO; President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Views on Sol Sanders article in U. S. News and World Review, 
"Can U. S. Win in Vietnam ? An Inside Report" 

Bundy comments on too much staff in VN, too much administra- 
tion, rotation, etc. , not enough action and speaks of McNamara 1 s 
views on escalation. 

2 


Jan 6 

TO: President FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Evaluation of present situation in SVN, causes of troubles, and 
what can be done. 

3 


Jan. 7 

TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: President 

Reprisal policy, removal of dependents 

4 


Jan 11 

TO: President FROM: Amb Taylor 

Deteriorating situation requires prompt action, stimulate 

pacification, raise public morale. Prompt passage into Phase II. 

5 


Jan 14 

TO; Amb. Taylor FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Dependents to be withdrawn in near future prior to initiation of 
possible reprisals. 

6 


Jan 16 

TO: Sec Rusk FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Agencies examining situation of rotation, evacuation of 

dependents. 

7 


Jan 21 

TO: Amb Taylor FROM: Sec Rusk 

Points raised because of evacuation of dependents --alarm to the 
South Vietnamese- -morale of employees. 

8 


Jan 25 

Draft of msg to Amb. Taylor FROM; J. McNaughton 

Want to get on with evacuation of US dependents. Strong desire to 
avoid increasing . number of US personnel in SVN--you have made 
request for 6000 additional military personnel. 

9 


Jan 27 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Basic Policy in Vietnam McNamara and I wish meeting with 

President and want to express our feelings on present policy. 

10 


jin 27 

TO: Se cState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Overthrow of Prime Minister Huong through alliance between • 
Khan and Buddhist Institute Leadership. COPY 

ii j 
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Jan 27 

TO: EmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Mtg. of highest levels today concurred we should proceed 
immediately with evacuation. 

12 

Jan. 27 

TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: President 

Dependents being removed from Saigon. 
Approval of McGeorge Bundy going to Saigon. 

13 

Jan. 28 

TO: Amb Taylor FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

General Khanh is the principal present power. 
Details of McGeorge Bundy trip. 

14 

Jan 29 

Embassy, Saigon FROM: George Ball 

Hold off informing Khanh of DESOTO. 

15 

Jan 30 

TO: Amb Taylor FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Re: Vietnam visit. 

16 

Feb. 1 

TO: Se cState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Out meeting will.include following topics: 

- Progress of struggle against Viet Cong 

- Stability of government 

- Extension of war beyond SVN 

- Other possible new courses of action 

- Evacuation of dependents 

- Third country programs 

- Shape of U. S. negotiating position 

- Contingency planning against unpleasant political or 

military developments 

17 

Feb. 1 

TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Washington views on above-mentioned topics 

18 

Feb. 4 

TO; President FROM: Bromley Smith 

Dir. McCone sent summary of President's discussion with him to 
McGeorge Bundy in Saigon. Bundy replied regarding prevention of 
continued deterioration in absence of "reasonably effective and 
stable government. " 

19 

Feb. 6 

" Graduated Reprisal Program to Stop DRV Intervention in SVN" 
(a suggested scenario) !o- 

20 

Feb 7 

Statement by the President 

"Following meetings with the National Security Council, I have 
directed the orderly withdrawal of American dependents from 
South Vietnam". 

21 
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Feb 7 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 22 

^ Memo describing situation, the stakes and the measures which 

> McGeorge Bundy thinks should now be taken in Vietnam 

Feb. 7 TO: McNamara and Vance FROM: McNaughton 23 

Theory of a graduated reprisal program discussed here (VN) 
at length by Bundy group. 

Feb. 7 TO: Multiple addressee FROM: State 24 

One of four installations, hit by Q. S. aircraft. 

Feb 7 TO: All Posts (minus 9) FROM: George Ball 2 5 

Attack of certain military targets. 

Feb 7 TO: EmbSaigon FROM: George Ball 26 


Elements of Q. S. and VN Air Force attacked four barracks and 
staging areas in southern NVN used for training and infiltration 
of VC personnel into SVN. 

Feb. 7 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 27 

Call on Acting Prime Minister Oanh at his residence. Discussed 
possible GVN/US reprisals against DRV targets. 

Feb. 7 Circular Telegram FROM: Ball 28 

Presidential announcement: "Following meetings with National 
Security Council, I have directed the orderly withdrawal of 
American dependents from SVN. " 


Feb. 8 TO: General Westmoreland FROM: J. McNaughton 29 

Recent Physical Evidence of North Vietnam involvement in VC 
Insurgency 

Feb. 8 Background Briefing at White House, George Reedy an McG. Bundy 30 
Mr. Bundy reported on his Vietnam trip. 

Feb 8 TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: President 31 

Am now prepared to go forward with the best government we 
can get. 

Feb. 9 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 32 

Received 1, 500 telegrams concerning our action in Vietnam. 

This is a medium to heavy flow. They are running 12 to 1 
against the Government action. 

Feb. 10 Memo for the record 33 

Delivery of Surface -to -Air Missile equipment to NVN. 


JIOP- SECRET - 
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Feb 10 

U. S. costs and casualties in South Vietnam 

34 

: eb 10 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 

MACV is preparing plan for possible reprisal air strike against 
DRV targets below 18 deg N. latitude 

35 

Feb 10 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 

Set up of military pressures against DRV 

36 

Feb 10 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: White House 

Decision taken proceed forthwith with reprisals proposed. 

37 

Feb 11 

TO: Bundy FROM: Chet Cooper 

Tasks ahead on various facets of new approach to Vietnam; 
Projects in train; Projects which should be set in motion. 

38 

Feb 11 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Message to Pope Paul that trouble in Southeast Asia stems from 
persistent and ferocious aggression of Communists directed 
from Vietnam. 

39 

Feb 11 

TO: The President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Two cables from Maxwell Taylor (1) basic recommendation for 

reprisal program; (2) his weekly report. 

40 

Feb 12 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: David Klein 

The Soviet Side of Vietnam. Kosygin trip to Vietnam. 

41 

Feb 12 

TO: SecState FROM: AmEmbSaigon 

Reprisals, we feel, should have following objectives in order of 
importance (1) the will of Hanoi leaders (2) GVN morale (3) physical 
damage to installations having some bearing on DRV ability to 
support Viet Cong. 

42 

Feb 12 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 

Courses of action in Southeast Asia, first eight weeks. 

43 

Feb 13 

TO: President FROM: George Ball 

(1) Discussion of probable risks inherent in program of gradually 
mounting military pressure on the North and (2) program of 
political action. 

44 

Feb 13 

TO: SecState FROM: AmEmbSaigon 

Canadians have said there are rumors to the effect of a possible 
move by Chinese Communist troops into North Vietnam. Have 
seen no indications or reflections soiar. 

45 
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Feb 13 TO: SecState FROM: AmEmbSaigon 46 

DRV propaganda machine has gained momentum. Widespread 
demonstrations by mass organizations, professional and educa- 
tional institutions taking place. (Canadian source) 

Feb 13 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 47 

Approval not yet received for deployment of tailored US military 
police battalion recommended by MACV. 

Feb 13 TO: AmbSaigon FROM: George Ball 48 

President approved: (1) intensification of pacification program in 
South Vietnam; (2) measured and limited air action jointly with 
GVN against DRV; (3) policy of measured action and will go to 
UN Security Council to make clear case that aggressor is Hanoi. 

Feb 14 TO: Amb Johnson FROM: Amb Taylor 49 

Will implement above (states some problems) 

Feb 14 TO: AmEmb Saigon FROM: George Ball 50 

Avoid leaks. Do not discuss text Presidential announcement. May 
state strikes would be jointly planned and agreed. 

Feb 15 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 51 

\ Re: Presidential announcement, I welcome decision for US to take 

initiative in bringing question into UNSC 

Feb 15 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 52 

Had meeting with Acting PM Oanh, Gen. Khanh and Gen. Thieu to 
obtain GVN agreement to U. S. program. 

Feb. 16 Wash. Post article on Gallup Poll figures on "VN Air Strikes get 53 

67% U. S. Approval. " 

Feb. 16 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 54 

Draft telegram to Taylor and a proposed one to Bruce for his 
discussions with Wilson on our exact position in Vietnam. 

Feb. 16 TO: Amb Bruce FROM: Sec Rusk 55 

For guidance in talking with Wilson- -recommendations in air and 
naval action against NVN. 

Feb. 16 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 56 

Some personal thoughts on Feb. 15 Vietnam decision. 

Feb. 16 TO: CINCPAC FROM: GOMUSMACV '{..i (for Adm. Sharp from 57 

Westmoreland) 

} Concur JCS estimate DRV/CHICOM/USSR reaction. Question of 

relationship of deployments of US forces and philosophy of gradual 

reprisal program not too clear. 'COPY LBd LIBRARY' 
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Feb. 16 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 

Security situation in SVN-- request by JCS of CINCPAC and 
MACV views on security in SVN with recommendations of 
possible force deployments to areas regarded as most 
vulnerable. 

58 

Feb 16 

TO: SecRusk FROM: James L. Greenfield 

The need for a public statement on Vietnam. 

59 

Feb 17 

TO: JCS FROM: COMUSMACV 

Security situation in SVN considered worsening. Purely military 
considerations and MACV operational requirements dictate 
following selection and priority of areas as objectives for future 
deployment of US combat forces . . . . 

60 

Feb 17 

TO: JCS FROM: CINCPAC 

Security situation in RVN 

61 

Feb 17 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Rusk 

British Ambassador has informed us they have been approached 
by Soviet Foreign Office on UK-USSR co- chairmanship of 1954 
Conference. 

62 

Jeb 19 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

In view of events in Saigon this afternoon, I recommend 
cancellation of air operations against DRV scheduled for 
February 20. Gen. Westmoreland concurs. 

63 

Feb. 19 

TO: Amb Taylor FROM: Sec Rusk 

Your recommendation accepted and air operations scheduled 
for Feb. 20 cancelled. 

64 

Feb 19 

TO: McGBundy FROM: James C. Thomson 

The Vietnam Crisis --One Dove's Lament 

65 

Feb 19 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Comments on Vietnam for your newspaper visitor. "There is no 
secret and will be no secret about our policy. And nobody wants 
a peaceful settlement more than we do. " 

66 

Feb. 19 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Your meeting with Couve de Murville at 11:30 this morning. 

67 

Feb. 20 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Recommend we carry next reprisal strikes on DRV during 
daylight Monday, February 22. Gen. Westmoreland concurs. 

68 

Feb. 20 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Next operation should be ASAP. British conferring with Soviet^py 

69 

LB*J LIBRARY’ 

i 



Feb 20 TO: AmEmbSeoul, Taipei, Manila, Vientiane FROM: Sec Rusk 70 
« Instructions of earlier telegram should now be carried out. 

f 

Feb 20 TO: AmEmbCanberra FROM: SecRusk 71 

Informed Waller we prepared enter immediate staff talks to 
consider contingency plans for possible introduction significant 
ground forces northern SVN for security or pre-emptive purposes. 

Feb 22 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 72 

Recommend setting Feb. 24 as day for next strike. 

Feb 22 TO: JCS FROM: Amb. Taylor 73 

Gen. Westmoreland and I agree there is no need to consider 
deployment to SVN at this time except possibly for protection of 
airfield at Danang. 

Feb 22 TO: JCS FROM: Amb Taylor 74 

Analysis of pros and cons of placing any considerable number of 
marines in Danang area. 

Feb 22 TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV (Gen. Westmoreland) 75 

Not yet made personal reconnaissance of Danang area to study 
situation for deployment. 

Feb 23 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 76 

Seacoord met Saigon Feb 22, 23. Ambs. Taylor, Martin and 
Sullivan gave appraisals of general situation in their respective 
countries. U. S. Air Operations in and over Laos- -Discussion of 
problems inherent in overflight of Laos by US/VNAF aircraft en 
route to targets in DRV. Use of Thailand bases to launch U. S. 
reprisal strikes against DRV. Discussion of possible increased 
logistics requirement in Muong Soui/PDJ -- Possible use of Udorn 
for some Oplan 34-A Air Ops -- US/Thai command relations 
implications if US forces category 3 and 4 of Plan- 37 introduced 
into Thailand. 

Feb 23 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 77 

Noted that Project 22, bilateral Thai/US plan for defense across 
Mekong, when it is completed, may provide a rationale for 
temporary U. S. deployments. Discussion of vital installations in 
Thailand. 

Feb 23 TO: President FROM: Amb Taylor 78 

Views on new government, Commander-in-Chief, etc. 

Feb. 23 TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 79 

! Deployment of MEB to Danang. 

COPY LBd LIBRARY' 




Feb 23 


TO: Sec State FROM: Amb Taylor 

Consensus of discussions in Seacoord meeting on DRV 


80 


Feb 23 
Feb 23 

Feb 24 
Feb 24 

Feb 25 

Feb 25 
i 

Feb 26 
Feb 26 

Feb 27 

Feb 28 

Feb 28 


TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Rusk 
Believe next strike should take place Feb 26 


TO: President FROM: Sec Rusk 

Att is paper on Vietnam from which Sec. Rusk spoke to the Pres- 
Stable and unified govt, in SVN -- Increased efforts by the SVN - 
US effort in SVN -- Strikes into NVN -- Political possibilities -- 
Reiteration of policy. 


82 


TO: JCS FROM: CINCPAC 

Deployment of MEB to Danang. COMUSMACV concurred with JCS 
recommendation. 


83 


TO: AmEmbLondon FROM: Rusk 

Decided to go ahead with next operation Feb 26 unless there is 
further political difficulty in Saigon. 


84 


TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Proposed establishment of a US naval base at Cam Ranh Bay. 


85 


TO: Multiple Addressees FROM: Sec Rusk 

Probable text joint GVN/US announcement expected about 0200 
Washington time Feb 26 — "Republic of VN and US aircraft 
today took further action against two coastal military instal- 
lations . . . . " 


86 


TO: SecState FROM: Llewellyn Thompson 
Kosygin's TV address 


87 


TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Decided to proceed to land at once MEB command and control 
element, surface BLT, and one helicopter squadron. 


88 


TO; CINCPAC (Adm Sharp and Gen Wheeler) FROM: Westmoreland 89 
Strength, armament and professionalism and activity of VC have 
increased. 


TO: SecState FROM: Saigon 

Have decided to proceed. Will ask appointment with Quat at first 
opportunity and raise matter of our concern over security of 
Danang airfield and environs. 


90 


TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Weather reports again force postponement Rolling Thunder V 
from March 1 to March 2. High level meeting Feb 26 produced no 


decisions other than Marine deployment. 


91 
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Mar 2 TO: AmEmbWellington FROM: Sec Rusk 92 

Following invite to GOA to participate in contingency planning 
at CINCPAC on possible introduction ground forces into SVN and 
COA affirmative response, GNZ reconsidered and did accept. 

Mar 2 TO: SecState FROM: Kohler in Moscow 93 

Considering Kosygin's remarks to Indian Ambassador, Lapin's 
comments to me, and Kosygin's TV report, have concluded -- 
Soviets will make noises but not take decisive action in response 
to specific retaliatory strikes in Southern areas DRV. Sov military 
aid program in DRV is probably defensive in nature. Seems to be 
no possibility of change in present hard Sov posture. Major factor 
underlying Soviet position is conviction that in Vietnam situation 
we are almost alone among allies. Soviet failure move toward 
negotiations on any basis conceivably acceptable to USG also 
reflects DRV and CPR posture and Moscow's unwillingness control 
of territory they now hold. Major Soviet dilemma -- imperatives 
of commitment and position in Communist world vs. interest in 
developing relations with US and west. 

Mar 3 TO: Sec State FROM: Amb T- ylor 94 

Gen. Westmoreland commenting separately on many military 
advantages in adhering to plan for introducing marine units into 
Danang rather than alternate indicated. 

Mar 3 TO: President FROM: Amb Taylor 95 

If we intend to move ahead with plans for international combat 
force in northern SVN, we keep SVN in step with us. Not good if 
SVN learns of such discussions from press, etc. 

Mar 3 TO: President FROM: Amb Taylor 96 

In meeting with PM Quat this morning, raised question of premature 
announcement of strike by Radio Saigon. He suspects Gen. Ky is 
responsible. PM Quat commented on rumors that US was behind 
Feb 19 coup and another coup is expected March 12. 

Mar 3 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 97 

Idea of international combat force in northern SVN is entirely in 
contingency planning stage and so understood by GOA and GVN. 

Have stressed to both that talks should be in low key and without 
publicity. 

Mar 3 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 98 

Highest authority continues to be gravely concerned by speed and 
completeness of public knowledge of operational details of military 
missions in Laos and NVN. If reporters persist in seeking out 
. details, suggest you place environs of airfields off limits to un- 

authorized US citizens. 
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Mar 4 
Mar 6 


Mar 6 
Mar 6 
Mar 8 

Mar 8 
Mar 9 

Mar 10 


TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: William Bundy 99 

Discrepancy in definition of mission was taken up with Minister 
Renouf today. Mission for international force included both 
security in northern part of SVN as well as pre-emptive deployment 
as envisaged in Phase II. Renouf said this would seem to square 
with his record of Bundy- Waller conversation. 

TO; President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 100 

Conclusions of Dean Rusk, McNamara, McG Bundy mtg-on Vietnam: 

Propaganda and demonstrations are inevitable. We have not driven 
Soviets and Chinese together. Two of the three of us think that 
chances of a turn-around in SVN remain less than even. McNamara 
said that Pentagon and military have been going at this the wrong 
way from beginning- -have been concentrating on military results 
against guerrillas when they should have been concentrating on 
intense police control from individual villager on up. Must continue 
to make every effort in the pacification area. Bring Amb. Taylor 
back and put Alex Johnson in charge. Must show our readiness for 
"talks" and plan for possible escalation. 

TO: SecDefense FROM: Gen. Wheeler, JCS 101 

Operation Plan 34A- Additional Actions 

TO: SecDefense FROM: Gen. Wheeler, JCS 102 

Elimination of Restrictions on Use of US Aircraft. 

TO: Se estate FROM: Amb Taylor 103 

Current diplomatic activity by French and British tends to undercut 
our ability to convey meaningful signal to Hanoi of USG determination 
to stick it out. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 104 

Have a sense of urgent need for an agreed program for measured 
and limited air action against military targets in DRV. 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Chet Cooper 105 

Military issues, Vietnam and Laos--two decisions regarding use of 
U. S. aircraft are up for immediate decision- -Restrictions on use of 
U. S. aircraft, and Restrictions on FARMGATE aircraft. Barrel Roll 
problem discussed has been resolved. DOD has agreed to State's 
restrictions on frequency of flights, and number and type of aircraft. 

Issues still pending: Rules of engagement, SEA -- Use of napalm- - 
34A-Air Strikes against NVN--Hot pursuit into Cambodia. 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: J. McNaughton 106 

Outline on Action for SVN (1) U. S. aims (2) Deteriorating 

situation (3) Prognosis (4) Inside SVN (5) Courses of action 
(6) Program of progressive military pressure on NVN (7) Program 
of massive U. S. ground effort in SVN and SEA (8) Downgrade th^y LIBRARY' 
attarent strikes (9) Concurrent negotiating track (10) Evaluation 0 * , 
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Mar 13 

Possible questions and answers on Vietnam for Press Conference. 
Questions on negotiations, bombings, further landing of troops. 

107 

Mar 14 

Assessment of situation in Vietnam. Recommended actions. 

108 

Mar 16 

FROM: Saigon 

Gen. Westmoreland has just sought concurrence in his recom- 
mendation for landing of third batallion of 9th Marine Embarked 
Batt. at Phu Bai for protecting 8th Radio Relay Unit and air strip 
there. Intends to move helicopters from Danang to strip. 

109 

Mar 16 

MEMO for discussion FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Policy on Vietnam (1) Military actions (2) Political and civil 
action in South Vietnam (3) U. S. leadership in Saigon (4) Political 
and diplomatic position (5) Shape of an eventual settlement. 

110 

Mar 17 

TO: SecDefense FROM: Gen. Wheeler 

Report of Survey of Military Situation in the RVN. 

111 

Mar 18 

) 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV (Westmoreland) 

Khanh visit with Westmoreland re reprisal strike against three 
targets selected by his planners and of special interest to him. 
Khanh made two points of interest (1) he felt it important that we 
have additional joint strikes in DRV soon since he feared another 
incident against Americans would provoke another reprisal. (2) 
Just learned in Binh that 140, 000 people recently lost to VC and 
numerous bridges in area destroyed. 

112 

Mar 20<' 

TO: Watson (for President) FROM: White House 

Amb. Taylor return D. C. March'28 for one week, for purpose 
of maintaining our continuous consultation on work in Vietnam. 

113 

Mar 22 

TO: Amb Taylor FROM: Sec Rusk 

Press reports alleged interview by you "there is no limit to our 
escalation. " Most anxious here to avoid speculation on how far we 
may go. 

114 

Mar 22 

TO: Chester Cooper FROM: Allen ( CIA) 

Courses of Action in SVN. Three major problem areas 

(a) the growing lack of confidence among GVN leadership and the 
populace in ultimate success of counterinsurgency (b) relative 
military equilibrium achieved by VC (c) lack of political base for 
GVN to counter VC political and psychological superiorities. 

115 

Mar 23 
1 

TO: SecDefense, Special Asst to President for NS, Dir CIA, etc 
FROM: William Bundy 

Highlight conclusions of Far East Mission Chiefs' Conference. 

ropy 
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Mar 23 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Statement attributed to me (above) was lifted out of context) 

117 

Mar 23 

SecState FROM: Amb Kohler 

Today's Brezhnev speech seems opening gun in political and 
propaganda campaign designed to undermine US position in VN 
before world and alarm world opinion. 

118 

Mar 23 

TO: Amb Taylor FROM: Rusk 

Appreciate that context shows different light on your sentence about 
limits to escalation. Nonetheless, statement has been picked up in 
damaging fashion by Communist propaganda. 

119 

Mar 24 

Proposed course of action regarding Vietnam 

120 

Mar 24 

TO: SecState FROM: AmbTaylor 

Press statements, made and not made. 

121 

Mar 25 

Statement by the President 

"It is important for us all to keep a cool and clear view of the 
situation in Vietnam. " 

122 

Mar 26 

TO: Rusk, McNamara, McG Bundy FROM: Wm. Bundy 

Possible topics for discussion on Saturday morning: (1) actions 
over the next 2-3 months (2) Issues of possible added ground 
forces in SVN (3) Miscellaneous issues under ROLLING THUNDER 
program, such as rules of engagement (4) Order of discussions 
during Amb. Taylor visit. 

123 

Mar 26 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Today's NSC mtg. should be devoted centrally to VN (550th NSC 

Meeting). 

124 

Mar 27 

TO: SecDefense FROM: Gen. Wheeler 

Air Strike Program Against North Vietnam. 

125 

Mar 27 

TO: AmEmbSeoul (Ambassador) FROM: Sec Rusk 
Consider possibility introducing additional combat forces in SVN 
for possible variety of missions that might include some degree 
direct participation against Viet Cong. Current project under 
study would involve one U. S. division, possible filling out of present 
Marine units, and one ROK division. Noted Lee's apparent 
receptiveness such ideas. 

126 

Mar 28 

TO: Rusk, McNamara, McGBundy FROM: Wm Bundy 127 

Major issues during Amb. Taylor's visit: (1) Need for US forces; 

(2) "Negotiating" policy and tactics; (3) Tempo of Operations 
against the DRV; (4) Non- military measures. 

COPY LBd LIBRARY' 

— xop-seeicEr • ; 





TOP SEC 



Mar 30 

TO: S'ecState FROM: Amb Brown, Seoul 

ROK combat forces for Vietnam. Sending these forces would require 
approval of National Assemly and wide free- ranging public 
discussion. 

128 

Mar 31 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Pres. Mtg with Amb. Taylor this afternoon. Three problems on 
Amb. Taylor's mind: (1) timing and direction of attack on the 
North, (2) timing, size and mission of any US combat deployments 
to Vietnam, (3) terms and conditions of a political resolution of the 
problem. 

129 

Mar 31 

Draft by Wm. P. Bundy 

Key elements in strategy for SVN. 

130 

Apr 1 

TO: SecState FROM: Saigon (Johnson) 

Informed Quat that "Washington seemed in agreement that tempo 
and rhythm of ROLLING THUNDER be raised. Quat indicated 
great satisfaction and asked whether future strikes would still be 
limited to targets below the 19th parallel. 

131 

Apr. 1 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Key elements for discussion at April 1, 5:30 P. M. mtg. on 
Vietnam-- (1) Situation (2) Immediate International Moves (3)More 
general political posture (4) Actions within SVN (5) US and Third 
Country Combat Forces in SVN (6) actions against NVN and in 
Laos (7) A regional economic initiative. 

132 

Apr 1 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 

MEB deployment to Danang, to be accomplished earliest feasible 
after Amb Taylor obtains clearance from GVN. 

133 

Apr - 

TO: President FROM: John McCone 

Remain concerned over limited scale of air action against NVN 
which we envision forthe next few months. I feel we must conduct 
bombing attacks in a manner that will begin to hurt NVN where Hanoi 
will seek negotiations. 

134 

TO: SecRusk, McNamara, McGBundy, Amb. Taylor FROM: J. MicCone 

Apr. 2 Have reviewed paper to change mission of our ground forces in 

SVN from one of advice and static defense to one of active combat 
operations against VC guerrillas. Feel latter decision is correct 
only if our air strikes against the north are sufficiently heavy and 
damaging to hurt NVN. 

135 

Apr 2 

TO: SecState FROM: Saigon (Johnson) 

Commander 7th Fleet requested arrangements be made soonest 
to provide 7th Fleet ships participating in anti- infiltration sur- 
veillance effort may enter RVN territorial waters at will as required^ 
in connection with surveillance operations or in hot pursuit hoyctie 

136 
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f^pr 2 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 1 

v Further study indicates need to broaden authorization sought of 

GVN to permit US Navy supplementation of coastal surveillance. 

List of actions we would like GVN to take. 

Apr 3 Subjects for discussion with GVN * 

Apr 3 AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 1 

High-level decision made here to deploy following units to RVN. 

(list of where units to be deployed. ) 

Apr 4 TO: SecState FROM: Saigon Emb (Johnson) 1 

When seeing Quat, Toan Van Do and Bui Diem on another matter, 

I briefed them on strikes on DRV last two days. They were 
impressed and enthusiastic at results. 

Apr 5 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Ball 

In discussion with Quat it is considered more desirable to describe 
mission of Marines as engaging initially in counterinsurgency 
combat operations in vicinity of Marine bases. 

Apr 6 NSAM No. 328 

TO: Secs Rusk, McNamara, J. McCone FROM: McGBundy 

, Presidential Decision: 41-point program of non-military actions 

submitted by Amb Taylor March 31. General approval of 
Mr. Rowan's recommendation of March 16. Approved urgent 
exploration of twelve suggestions for covert and other actions 
submitted by DCI on March 31. Repated earlier approval of 21-point 
program of military actions submitted by Gen. Harold K. Johnson 
on March 14 on aircraft and helicopter reinforcements being 
accelerated. Approved 18-20, 000 man increase in US military support 
forces in logistics and supply. Approved deployment of two additional 
Marine Battalions and one Marine Air Squadron and associated hqs. 
support elements. Approved change of mission for all marine 
battalions deployed in VN to permit their more active use under 
conditions to be established, etc. , etc. , etc. 

Apr 6 TO: SecDefense FROM: Gen. Wheeler 

Over-all appraisal of air strikes against NVN Feb 7 to Apr 4, 1965. 

Apr 6 CIA Report - Communist Intentions in SVN 

Apr 7 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: R. C. Bowman 

Six weeks statistics from Counter- guerrilla actions in SVN. 
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Apr 7 TO: President FROM: Amb Taylor 146 

Bombing of US Embassy on March 30 was dominating event of week. 

Quat and his colleagues have continued to move ahead with concrete 
constructive measures in political field. 

Apr 7 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: G. Ball 147 

Conversation with Australian Minister have indicated strongly that 
Australia wi-ll, if we and GVN request, send infantry battalion to 
SVN. Unless you object, approach GVN to suggest they make 
formal request to GOA for battalion. 

Apr 7 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Ball 148 

Sec. McNamara stated about 18,000 more supporttroops of non- 
combat nature would be deployed to RVN and stated also that two 
remaining battalions of MEB and one Marine air squadron would be 
deployed to RVN. 

Apr 8 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: J. McNaughton 149 

Analysis of Mining or Blockade of DRV Ports. 

Apr 8 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 150 

Quat gave formal authorization today for introduction of additional 
marines for Danang and Phu Bai. 

Apr 8 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 151 

Text of draft press release concerning deployment of additional 
marine elements which we propose to GVN for issues here when 
authorized by Washixgton. 

Apr 9 TO: SecState FROM: AmEmb Saigon 152 

Status of our approach to GVN on increased US naval participation 
in anti- sea infiltration measures. 

Apr 9 TO: SecState FROM: AmEmb Saigon 153 

7th Fleet considers it important that US Naval vessels be authorized 
to patrol as close to Cambodian border as possible in connection with 
anti- infiltration operations. 

Apr 9 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Ball 154 

Air strikes against NVN. 

Apr 10 TO: SecState, Sec Defense FROM: McG Bundy 155 

President has directed me to emphasize again his continuing concern 
for more careful control of military info on operations in VN. 

A pr 12 FROM: Saigon TO: SecState 156 

Amb Taylor, to selected press reps, said he would give the high 
points of his recent Wash, discussions. His discussions mainly 
concerned three areas of difficulty- -manpower for GVN, restrl^j^y^ LIBRARY' 
of VC infiltration, and pacification. , 


Apr 12 TO: JCS FROM: Gen. Harold K. Johnson 
Actions designed to accelerate stability in SVN. 
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TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 15 g 

Have been following the logistic studies which are going on at 
PACOM and MACV in anticipation of possible introduction of 
several divisions into SVN. 

MEMO for the Record FROM: CLC 159 

Analysis of White House Mail on VN -- April 4-12. Pres. Johnson's 
speech at Johns Hopkins brought sharp reversal in heavy flow of 
critical mail. 

TO: President FROM: Amb Taylor 160 

Have completed another quite favorable week in terms of losses 
inflicted upon the VC. Feel that VC are regrouping in the Provinces. 

TO: JCS FROM: CINCPAC 161 

Deployment of 173 rd Airborne Brigade 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Recent actions relating to introduction of US ground forces have 162 

tended to create impression of eagerness in some quarters to 
deploy forces into SVN. I believe that for both military and 
political reasons we should all be most reluctant to tie down Army/ 
Marine units in this country. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 163 

McNamara has draft cable on deployments which Amb. Taylor 
may question. 

TO: State, Defense FROM: AmEmbSaigon 164 

Highest authority believes situation in SVN has been deteriorating 
and that, in addition to actions against North, something new must 
be added in South to achieve victory. 

TO: CINCPAC, CINCSTRIKE FROM: JCS 165 

Deployment of 173rd Airborne Brigade to Bien Hoa Vung Tau Area. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 166 

Authority for deployment of RB-66 TF was obtained at same times 
as that for marine reinforcements. With regard to the 18, 000- 
20, 000 Category A Force, I have deliberately not sought GVN 
approval for the package. 
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Apr 14 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 167 

I sought and received authorization from Quat to introduce the Marine 
Corps elements specified. Gen. Westmoreland has reported that 
the Marine units which have landed include 155 and 8" howitzers and 
tanks in addition to those elements for which I have obtained 
authorization. This action is highly embarrassing to me and con- 
travenes the decisions bearing on Marine deployments taken in 
Washington during my recent visit as I understood them. 


Apr 14 TO: AmEmbPhnomP enh FROM: Amb. Taylor 168 

Maximum air effort planned to be flown against main VC head- 
quarters located in War Zone C in Western Tay Ninh Province. 

Apr 14 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 169 

Dept, will have noted AP file from Tokyo reporting Pham Van Dong's 
report to DRV National Assembly contained four point declaration. 

Apr 14 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 170 


Have just learned by JCS message to CINCPAC that immediate 
deployment of 173rd Airborne Brigade to Bien Hoa-Vung Tau has 
been approved. This comes as complete surprise in view of under- 
standing reached in Washington. 

-• Apr 14 TO: COMUSMACV FROM: CINCPAC 171 

Employment of MEB in counterinsurgency. 

Apr 15 TO: Amb Taylor FROM: McGBundy 172 

President has just approved an important cable to you on future 
military deployments. 


Apr 16 TO: COMUSMACV, CINUARPAC FROM: OCOFSA 173 

High military (names listed) will arrive .VN to confer with 
Ambassador, COMUSMACV, and reps of USOM, USIA and CAS. 

Apr 16 TO: Sec Rusk, McGeorge Bundy FROM: Amb. Taylor 174 

I do not concur with the Peers Party as it is contrary to under standing 
I received in Washington. 

Apr 16 TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 175 

Recommended Actions Concerning SVN. 

Apr 17 TO: McGBundy FROM: Amb Taylor 176 

Greatly troubled by message. It shows no consideration for fact 
that, as a result of decisions taken in Washington during my visit, 
this mission is charged with securing implementation by the two 
month-old Quat govt, of a 21-point military program, a 41 -point non- 
military program, etc. We have best qualified personnel from the 
agencies, don't believe they should be replaced with military. 
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TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Respect to mission and location of Australian Battalion. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

With regard to requirement to discuss program contained in Ref A 
with Quat, my view that it would not be timely to open discussions 
of certain paragraphs until supporting plans have been worked out 
on US side. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Summarized instructions which I have received over the last ten 
days with regard to introduction of third country combat forces 
and to discuss preferred way of presenting subject to GVN* 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Personal observations of Alexis Johnson which he requests be 
considered. Don't feel that US forces should be deployed to SVN 
en masse. Afraid that Buddhists and others might begin to utter 
cries of "throw out foreigners" and "return Vietnam to 
Vietnamese. " 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

LTS Mission Council has reviewed recommendations and submits 
its comments. Large number of programs were approved but 
they represent far more than the GVN can digest for months to 


TO: AmEmbSaigon (Amb Taylor) FROM: McGeorge Bundy 
Have reported your concerns to President. He has directed that 
all actions and visits be suspended until after McNamara's meetings 
with W estmo reland in Honolulu. 

TO: The President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

The demonolo gists look at the noise from Hanoi, Peking and 

Moscow. 

CIA Intell Memo: Modernization of Viet Cong Armament. 

TO: SecState FROM: AmEmbSaigon (Johnson) 

Dept should be aware Amb. has testified before Congress in 
Executive Session to effect that about 23% of population is under 
fairly clear VC control, about 47% of population is under fairly clear 
governmental control, and remaining 30% are under varying degrees 
of control by both sides. These ratios have been quite stable over 
recent months. 


TO: President FROM: George Ball 

Memo on possible approach to Vietnamese settlement. 
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Apr 21 Estimate of Communist and general world reactions to a US 187 

course of action in VN over the next six to twelve months. 

Apr 21 FROM: Amb Sullivan (Vientiane) 188 

During Southeast Asia Coordinating mtg, participants were briefed 
by MACV on JCS proposals for extensive new US troop deployments 
in Southeast Asia. Lao reactions. 

Apr 21 TO: Amb Taylor and Adm Sharp FROM: Sec Rusk 189 

McNamara today summarized Honolulu results at highest level 
meeting. One further matter --question of locating ROK RCT at 
Quang Ngai in isolation from any major contingent of US forces. 

Apr 21 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 190 

Have no special concern over Communist reaction if actions 
considered in Honolulu are approved. Usual propaganda attacks 
may be expected and Moscow may announce new forms of AID 
for DRV. 

Apr 22 TO: President FROM: Situation Room 191 

- MACV confirmed that VC Attacked a reconnaissance patrol of 
41 Marines and 38 SVN in Vinh Thai Village, nine miles from 
Danang. 

Apr 22 TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: Sec. Rusk 192 

After Honolulu discussions McNamara has recommended deployments 
in addition to 2, 000 Koreans and 33, 500 U. S. troops already in- 
country. 

Apr 22 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 193 

Number of Lodge cables to date. He has had friendly reception 
so far from Macapagal, Holyoake and from the Australians. 

Apr 22 TO: State Dept ' FROM: CINCPAC 194 

A ROK RCT of about 3500 personnel presumably will be fully 
capable of independent counterinsurgency and base security 
operations of scope now envisaged for SVN. Little if any tactical 
support from other nation ground force will be required. 

Apr 23 TO: President FROM: Saigon, Amb. Taylor 195 

Quat reticent about discussing the introduction of foreign troops 
in Vietnam. 


Apr 23 TO: SecState FROM: Saigon, Amb. Taylor 196 

My view is that a favorable settlement should be possible with 
Hanoi from a combination of continued air attacks and by intro - 
) duction of sufficient U. S. and third country forces. This will 

probably take months, how many is impossible to estimate. 
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Apr 23 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

j Foreign Minister signed note to Ambassador containing exact text 197 

■ we proposed for GVN request to USG on sea surveillance. Ambassador's 

note in reply containing USgovernment' s agreement to supply 
assistance requested will be sent today. 

Apr 23 TO: CINCSTRIKE FROM: CINCPAC 198 

Deployment of Q. S. Army brigade to RVN to replace 173rd 
ABN BDE. 

Apr 24 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 199 

In meeting with Quat, I raised matter of shortage of trained man- 
power during coming months and ways and means of offsetting 
this deficiency. 

Apr 26 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 200 

In cable from Amb Taylor, he differs from Sec. McNamara in 
that "we can probably get a favorable settlement in a matter of 
months rather than in a year or two if we keep up our bombing and 
introduce substantial U. S. and third-country forces." 

TO: President FROM: Sec. McNamara 201 

NYN government has had ample opportunity to negotiate a settlement 
with us. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 202 

Considering press problems which will arise as marines or other 
U. S. troops move to more active role against Yiet Cong. 

Apr 26 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 203 

Text of Government of Vietnam announcement on PAVN presence 
of South Vietnam as released by semi-official VN press today. 

"Regular North Vietnamese Army present in Souty. " 

Apr 27 Special Memo FROM: Sherman Kent 204 

Future Soviet moves in Vietnam. 

Apr 27 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 205 

Amb. Taylor's message on his conversation with Quat. Taylor 
recommends a 9 -battalion decision. My view is that we ought 
to decide something more limited. 

Apr 27 TO: CINCAL, CINC LANT, etc. FROM: OSD, Wash. D. C. 206 

Sec of Defense news conference of April 26 
Clandestine infiltration of personnel and material from NVN 
into SVN. 

i 

Apr 27 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 207 

Measures decided upon to ensure security and defense of the • _ hrrary' 

territorial waters of Vietnam- -because of infiltration by sea or’vC: f 


Apr 26 
f 

Apr 26 
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Apr 27 

SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Alex Johnson and I went to see Quat regarding his thinking on 
introduction of international forces. 

208 

Apr 30 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 

Deployment of combat forces to SVN. 

209 

Apr 30 

TO: Saigon, Seoul, Bangkok, Manila FROM: Rusk 

Decision has been taken to deploy in early May three QS battalion 
equivalents into Bien Hoa/Vung Tau and three US battalion equivalents 
into Chu Lai. 

210 

Apr 30 

Special Memo FROM: Sherman Kent 

Current Trends in Vietnam. 

211 

Apr 30 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Douglas Dillon's views on Vietnam- -possible pause. 

212 

May 1 
) 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 213 

Called on Quat to inform him of pertinent QSG decisions on 
deployment of troops — Gen. Throckmorton was contacting Gen. Minh 
to work out with him the timing of arrival of units. Proposal that 
advance party of about 70 men of the Bien Hoa-Vung Tau Force (173rd 
Airborne Brigade) arrive by air on May 3, followed by main body arriving 
and closing in the period of May 5-7. 

May 1 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Washington announcement caught us unawares--detail of Coast Guard 
vessels to Seventh Fleet for surveillance operations. 

214 

May 3 

Draft Presidential message to Congress -- "Congress adopt a 
resolution to express unity and determination of the American 
people to support freedom, to protect peace and to resist communist 
aggression in Southeast Asia. " 

215 

May 3 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Gen. Westmoreland mtg with Thieu and Minh. Officers were well- 
briefed on matters relating to additional QS and Australian forces. 
Gen. Minh showed considerable sensitivity on matter of a possible 
combined staff. 

216 

May 3 

TO: SecState FROM: Gen. Taylor 

Assessment of probable DRV/Viet Cong courses of action during 
next three months. 

217 

May 4 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Quat is proceeding with plans for a reorganization of his Cabinet. 
Much press criticism of Quat's government with corruption and 
weak officials. 
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May 5 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 219 

My talk with Senator Joseph Clark — he feels we are our own enemies 
in the cold war -- we should go hard against Peking and Germany, 
not against Moscow. He is against our intervention in the DR. 

May 6 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 220 

Suggested press release in anticipation of marine landing at Chu Lai 
tomorrow. 

May 7 Press Release -- Remarks of the President at signing of Supplemental 221 

Appropriations Bill -- "We will do whatever must be done to insure 
the safety of SVN from aggression. " 

May 7 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 222 

Quat well understands primary mission of troops is defense and 
security of pertinent installations. Westmoreland filing message 
spelling out in greater detail operational concept and command 
relationships applicable to all U. S. forces deployed here. 

May 8 TO: President FROM: Adm. Raborn 223 

Fighting within VN. Two attachments from John McCone on same 
subject. Transmittal ltr. from Clark Clifford. 

May 8 TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 224 

Concept for US/Allied combat operations in support of RVNAF. 

May 9 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 225 

MACV ltr. of instructions to HI Marine Amphibious Force sets 
forth mission: "In general render combat support to RVNAF. . . " 

May 10 TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: President 226 

Make a bombing pause around Buddha's birthday. Do not announce, 
merely bring to attention of Moscow and Hanoi. See what response 
will be. 

May 11 TO: Secs. Rusk, McNamara, Adm. Raborn, Wm. Bundy 227 

FROM: McGeorge Bundy 
President's unannounced pause. 

May 11 TO: President from: Amb. Taylor 228 

Alex Johnson and I called on Quat re. pause. Quat concurs in 
concept of pause from four to not more than five days, provided there 
is no public linking of this action with Buddha's birthday. 

May 11 TO: President FROM: Amb. Taylor 229 

Big event of week was voluntary dissolution of the Armed Forces 
} Council by Generals who composed it. Quat wants to get rid of 

General Minh, now Commander-in-Chief. 173rd Airborne Brigade 

and Marine Battalions for the Chu Lai Airfield have arrived and are 

rapidly shaking down in their defensive positions. Considerable LB*3 LIBRARY 
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TO: Amb. Taylor FROM: SecDefense 

In order to observe reaction of DRV rail and road transportation 
systems, bombing of targets within DRV will cease for several 
days. 

TO: President from: McGeorge Bundy 

Conversation with John Hightower. I gave him for background use a 
pretty clear account of your view of the constitutional and political 
position with respect to the Southeast Asia Resolution and recent 
appropriations and the Korean war. 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: G. Ball 

Press guidance should be that operations being announced in normal 
fashion. No comment on operational factors. All personnel should 
be instructed to avoid speculation of any sort. 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: G. Ball 

Deployment of U. S. combat units recommended by participants 
Honolulu Conference have been made with exception of one U. S. 

Army brigade to be deployed to Qui Nhon/Nha Trang. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Tri Quang told EmbOffs yesterday that he believed psychological 
lift from bombings of North and landing of US troops was wearing 
off. Feels anti -American sentiments will grow. Felt VC strategy 
was to hang on and persist. Feels US should try to win people away 
from VC by sound political action. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Inasmuch as GVN request for assistance with sea surveillance 
operations states that GVN reps will be assigned to US Navy ships 
executing such missions in GVN territorial waters, request rules 
be amended: "GVN reps will be assigned to all US ships operating 
in GVN territorial waters or in the continguous zone to a distance 
of 12 miles, ..." 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Travel in Southeast Asia by four committee members of H^ouse 
Armed Services Comm, plus committee staff member and Army 
escort officer. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Have been briefed on MACV's concept of the development of a major 
field-type logistic base at Cam Ranh Bay costing about $19, 000, 000 
and 16 battalion months of construction. 


TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 238 

Buildup of facilities foruse of US military forces in Vietnam 
involved expenditures of large volume of piasters on airfields, • _ 

access roads, land procurement, occupant resettlement, war6£ffi>Xi£$i?, ^ ^ 
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May 19 

TO: SecState, CINCPAC FROM: Amb. Taylor 

239 


Logistic requirements for buildup U. S. and third country combat 
forces are creating problems for MACV. By end of June, combined 
U. S. and third country military population expected to expand up to 
80, 000. It will be necessary to expand logistic facilities in the 
Danang and Saigon areas. 


May 19 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec State 

Decision taken to deploy Army brigade to Qui Nhon/Nha Trang area 
closing main body around July 12. Request you secure agreement 
P.M. Quat to this deployment at earliest time possible. 

240 

May 20 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Agreed text: "Prospect of expanded mission for US combat forces 
here has been discussed .... MACV spokesman two weeks ago 

241 


pointed out that both marines and airborne brigade have combat support 
role . . . . " 

May 22 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Quat informed me there had been no further developments overnight 
in wake of Thursday's attempted coup. I mentioned matter of Army 
brigade to close in Qui Nhon-Nka Trang area. He was agreeable on 
all points. 

242 

\ 

May 24 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Political aspects to the sensitive matter of US/GVN military 
command relations. 

243 

May 26 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Use of Naval gunfire in support of land operations. 

244 

May 26 

TO: President FROM: Arthur McCafferty 

Air strikes in NVN. CIA indicates a third missile site around the 
Hanoi area. 

245 

May 26 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Anticipate questions from press on wider combat mission for 
Q. S. forces. 

246 

May 26 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Market Time operations. "Every effort will be made to assign 
GVN reps to all US ships operating in GVN territorial waters . . . ." 

247 

May 27 

TO: DCI FROM: Gen. Earle Wheeler 

248 

Please prepare a Special NIE on Air Operations Against NVN. 
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May 27 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 249 

j I concur to requirement for additional jet airbase and recommend 

the Cam Ranh Bay site. 

May 28 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Kohler 250 

Think essential any strike against Soviet SAM-sites and planes on 
ground proceeded by warning exercise in form letter from President 
to Kosygin through Dobrynin. 

May 28 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Kohler 2 51 

Arrival of Soviet IL-28s in DRV is indeed significant development. 

May 26 TO: AmEmbMoscow FROM: Sec Rusk 252 

Arrival Soviet IL-28s in NVN represents first time Moscow will 
have provided offensive weapons to Hanoi. 

May 31 TO: President FROM: McGBundy 253 

May talk with Joe Alsop he thinks we have underestimated 

Communist strength on the ground in northern SVN and thinks our 
bombing in North is limited and timid. 

June - Q: Will we send U. S. combat units to fight in SVN? 254 

)une 1 TO: McGBundy FROM: Ben Read, S/S 255 

Comments of Maxwell Taylor and Alex Johnson on Ache son/ Ball 
paper and the outgoing telegram to Saigon on their comments. 

June 1 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 256 

Have reached a point in planning for successive ROLLING THUNDER 
operations where we must be clear as to precisely what we are 
trying to do. Two possible approaches. 

June 3 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 257 

Do not see here that the line between the two possible approaches 
(above) is quite as sharp as it comes out in telegram. 

June 3 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 258 

In recent ARVN battle with VC in the vicinity of Quang Ngai, 
consideration was given by I Corps commander to requesting U. S. ^ 
Marine assistance, but request was not made. Situation may arise, 
however, where it will be operationally desirable to commit U. S. 
ground forces to action in support of RVNAF. 

June 3 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 259 

Quat has given permission for development of logistic facilities and 
airfield at Cam Ranh Bay. 
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TO: Rusk, McNamara, Ball, Amb Thompson, McGeorge Bundy 261 

FROM: Bill Bundy 

Possible topics for Luncheon discussion: VN -- Military matters; 
Political developments. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 262 

Gen. Depuy made statement quoted by Reuters. 

TO: Sec State FROM: Amb Taylor 263 

Estimate of the political -military situation in SVN as of June 5. 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 264 

Dept, spokesman made following statement today: ". . . American 
troops have been sent SVN recently with mission of protecting key ^ 
installations there. ..." 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 265 

To confirm your understanding that COMQSMACV has the authority 
to authorize commitment US ground forces to action in combat 
support on basis of operational coordination and cooperation with 
RVNAF. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 26b 

In answer to George Ball's cable to Amb. Taylor, they say essentially 
that they would like to maintain and increase pressure by air attacks 
as well as by efforts in the South. They would avoid Hanoi -Haiphong 


TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 267 

Taylor telegram att. sets forth current estimate of Embassy 
Saigon on overall situation. 

TO: SecState FROM: Alexis Johnson 268 

Feel there is discrepancy between statement on combat missionfor U. S. v - 
forces authorized in Deptel and statement made by Dept, spokesman on 
U. S. forces undertaking combat missions as required by circumstances. 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 269 

U. S. troop deployment to SVN. 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: OSD/Wash D. C. 270 

Text of Secretary of Navy Nitze on use of naval operations in 
relation to Vietnam. 
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June 8 TO: Amb Taylor (in Washington) FROM: Gen. Westmoreland 271 

' Current ratios of allied battalions versus in-country VC/PAVN 

battalions. 

June 8 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 272 

Rebuttal of Congressional attack on $89 million for Southeast Asia. 

June 9 Press release by George Reedy -- "There has been no change in the 273 

mission of U. S. ground combat units in VN in recent days or weeks. . " 

June 9 Press release by George Reedy Questions by press on "What 274 

date Gen. Westmoreland received authority to answer a call for 
help from South Vietnamese by sending American troops . . . . " 

June 9 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: J. Califano 275 

List of statements by Defense personnel concerning mission of U. S. 
combat forces in Vietnam. 

June 9 ■■ Circular Telegram FROM: Sec. Rusk 276 

White House statement issued re. mission of US troops in Vietnam: 

"There has been no change in the mission of U. S. ground combat y' 


units in Vietnam in recent days or weeks. The President has issued 
no order of any kind in this respect to Gen. Westmoreland recently 
i or at any other time . . . . " 

June 9 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 277 

Considering proposal to knock out IL-28s and SAM sites nearest 
completion through major single air strike including use of SAC 
B-52s. 

June 10 TO: Cyrus Vance FROM: L. Niederlehner, Act. Gen. Counsel- 278 

Defense Dept. 

Answer to your question "Does the President have authority to 

commit troops, on the order of 18-32 combat battalions and 25 combat 
air squadrons, plus 50, 000 - 60, 000 men in logistic support units for 
use in supporting SVN military forces in whatever way necessary 
(incl. use as mobile reserve) to counter VC efforts to subvert the 

political institutions of SVN?" In the opinion of Office of General 

Counsel, President has complete authority to disposer the listed US 
forces in any way necessary. 

June 10 US options and objectives in Vietnam. 279 

June 10 Reactions to a further U. S. buildup in South Vietnam. 280 

?ne 10 TO: President FROM: Katzenbach (Attorney Gen) 281 

Whether further Congressional approval is necessary or desirable in 
connection with proposed deployment and use of troops in SVN. 
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June 10 TO: SecState FROM: Alexis Johnson 282 

.. Not quite sure we lump IL-28s and SAMs into a single package. As 

far as offensive threat of IL-28s, some could get through to the 
northern part of SVN. 

June 10 TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 283 

Attack on SAM sites in Hanoi area by tactical aircraft. 

June 10 TO: Circular Telegram FROM: Sec. Rusk 284 

Excerpts from television interview with Secy, for guidance on 
current U. S. posture on Vietnam. "Our men were sent there in the *•' 
first instance to help the South Vietnamese. . . ." 

June 10 TO: SecState FROM: Alexis Johnson 285 

Amb. Taylor had earlier authorized Gen. Westmoreland to seek 
GVN clearance for deployment of additional F -100 Squadron to SVN. 

Gen. Tran Van Minh approved entry of Squadron. 

June 11 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Ben Read, S/S 286 

Memorandum of Law from Leonard Meeker which examines the power 
of the President to commit ground and air forces to SVN, above the 
present total of approximately 52, 000 to an anticipated total of 95, 000, 
and to authorize the use of ground forces in combat. 

june 11 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 287 

State/INR and CIA have prepared coordinated intelligence comments 
on MACVs ref tel. "We agree with general thrust of MACV 
assessment on seriousness of current military situation. ..." 

June 11 TO: NMCC FROM: MACV 288 

Current QS strength in Vietnam. 

June 11 TO: CSAF, CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAFSA FROM: JCS 289 

Alerting of additional fighter squadrons for deployment to SEASIA. 

June 11 TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 290 

Force Deployments. 

June 11 TO: Sec of Defense FROM: Gen. E. Wheeler 291 

CJS/Allied Troop deployments to SVN. --- JCS have reviewed 
US/Allied force requirements in SVN in. light of recent develop- 
ments in Southeast Asia and Republic of Vietnam. Findings and 
recommendations resulting from this review are set forth. 

.T im s 12 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: W. F. Raborn 292 

NIE's and SNIE's put together on Vietnam situation. 


June 12 


TO: JCS FROM: CINCPAC 

Concept of counterinsurgency operations in SVN. 


293 
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June 12 


TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 

Tactical employment of US/Allied ground forces in Support 

of RVN. 


- 29 - 


TO: White House FROM: NMCC 295 

Msg. sent Gen. Westmoreland — "You are the man on the ground and 
will have to weigh the pros and cons of committing the two battalions 
of the 173rd. Concur that you have the authority to commit them. " 

FROM: Gen. Westmoreland 296 

Concept of Operations--Force requirements and deployments, SVN. 

TO: AmEmbLondon FROM: Sec. Rusk 297 

Request you urgently seek out Menzies and Wilson to inform them: 

"We have located key VC base area 40-50 miles northwest of Saigon-- 
Area densely covered and located in area in which there are no 
known population locations within the area itself and only very few 
scattered individual huts for several miles _outside . . . . targets 
throughout area precludes well-defined aiming points essential for 
effective use tactical air .... have decided only effective method 
of hitting this vital military objective is through use of B-52 aircraft 
deployed.- from Guam. . . . Operation now planned for daylight 
Friday morning. ..." 

CIA Intell Memo -- Communist Bloc reaction to US statements on 298 
the use of US ground forces in combat in SVN. 

TO: SecState FROM: AmEmbSaigon, Amb. Taylor 299 

With American troop involvement combat support increasingly 
possible, believe highly desirable undertake long -delayed back- 
grounder on command relationship in next few days. Australian 
battalion arrival constitutes additional factor creating correspondents 
interest this subject. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 300 

During call on Gens Thieu and Ky, I recieved governmental 
concurrence for the introduction of an additional F4B squadron in 
Danang area. Also verified their knowledge of Quat's agreement 
to introduction of a US brigade into Qui Nhon area. Also mentioned 
past procedure for receiving Prime Ministerial concurrence in 
ROLLING THUNDER operations. Will henceforth take up matter with 
General Ky in his role as P. M. 


Robert S. McNamara News Conference 301 

Two announcements -- I have today authorized the Army to organize 

a new division, the Air Mobile Division. To bring you up to date 

on our latest estimates of the strength of VC forces in SVN and strength 
of US combat forces deployed to that country to assist VN govt, in 
combating insurgency. - - 
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June 16 
) 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Recent history of negotiating efforts in Southeast Asia. 

302 

June 16 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Do not agree with COMUSMACV message that we can avoid publicity 
or comments on use of B-52s in SVN. 

303 

June 16 

TO: Asst. Sec. State Douglas MacArthur FROM: David McGiffert, 

Congressional Travel to Vietnam. 

DOD 

304 

June 17 

TO: SecState FROM: James L. Greenfield 

American Opinion on Vietnam, June 10-16. 

305 

June 17 

TO: President FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Sought out Quat, Thieu and Ky to find out meaning of action of 
Quat Government in returning political power to the military. 
Chairman of ten-man National Leadership Council will be Thieu. 
General Ky will become P. M. 

306 

June 17 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Conflict on statements in regard to press release on use of B-52s. 
I recommend that joint GVN/QS mission release be made Saigon 
on confirmation completion strike. 

307 

\ „ 
june 17 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 

Have just seen text of Secretary McNamara's press conference 
announcing early introduction into SVN of " six additional US 
battalions plus additional logistic and other support. Info is 
requested urgently as to identity of these six additional battalions and 
computation upon which stated figures are based. 

308 

June 17 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Revised version of text in June 16 Deptel to Saigon. 

309 

June 17 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Delete from joint GVN/QS Mission release phrase "greater bomb 
carrying load and hence". 

310 

June 17 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Six battalions referred to in a reftel are three maneuver battalions 
of the Army Infantry Brigade scheduled for deployment in the 
Qhi Nhon-Nha T rang -Cam Ranh Bay area and three maneuver 
battalions of the Army Airborne Brigade originally scheduled to 
replace the 173rd Airborne Brigade now in country. 

311 

ine 17 

CIRCULAR TELEGRAM FROM: Sec. Rusk 

312 


Joint US/Government of VN announcement on use of American B-52_ 
aircraft to bomb Viet Cong stronghold in SVN has just been made in 
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Tune 17 

CIRCULAR TELEGRAM FROM: Sec. Rusk 

313 


Text of announcement issued by Dept of Defense: "We call your 
attention to the joint GVN/US Mission release just made in Saigon -- 
'In continuation of zonal attacks upon VC concentrations in remote 
areas, at request of GVN, 29 B-52 aircraft based on Guam today 
bombed with non-nuclear weapons a VC concentration north of 
Ben Cat in Binh Duong province. B-52 aircraft were used because 
of their greater effectiveness . . . *" 


June 18 

TO: Sec Defense FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

President desires that we find more dramatic and effective actions 
in SVN. Also desires a report on progress of his idea that we need 
more light planes for operations there. Also inquired whether we have 
enough helicopters. 

314 

June 18 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

It is Mission view that MACV in its message accurately presented 
its views of military situation. There was no intent in either to 
state or imply "that there is a serious danger of complete military 
collapse within relatively short period of time. " 

315 

June 18 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Procedure worked out with Quat for troop introductions has been that 

316 

> 

I obtain GVN approval for movement and later just prior to time of 
arrival of troops GVN issued statement saying that certain US units 



are landing for certain purpose. Had expected to follow this procedur 
for Qui Nhon Brigade which I mentioned to Quat. Washington press 
statement of June 16 upsets this arrangement. . 

■e 

June 18 

TO: President FROM: George Ball 

Keeping the power of decision in the South Vietnam crisis. 

317 

June 18 

TO: Bromley Smith FROM: Ray Cline, DDI 

The Sino -Vietnamese effort to limit American actions in the 

Vietnam war. 

318 

June 19 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

319 


Pros and Cons of a June pause. 

' v 

June 19 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Further breakdown of troop deployments as described 9 entries 
above. 

320 

June 20 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

321 

) 

Profile of Ky's 'War' Cabinet. 


'one 21 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Memo from Wayne Morse on U. S. policies in Vietnam. 

322 
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June 22 

Scenario for possible deployment of Air Mobile Division. 

323 

June 23 

TO: President FROM: George Ball 

United States commitments regarding defense of South Vietnam. 

324 

June 23 

Military Program -- (1) complete deployments already announced; 
(2) restrict combat role of American forces (3) continue bombing 
in the North but avoid Hanoi -Haiphong area. 

Political Program. 

A 'middle way' course of action in SVN. 

325 

/ 

June - 

Outline of public justification for increased US military support in 
Vietnam. 

326 

June - 

Points for Presidential message -- Our basic goals in Asia; the 
successive stages of the commitment and similarity in types of 
decision that have been faced at each stage; the references to our 
political and economic measures; the reference to the attitudes of 
third countries; the progressive sequence in Section VI. 

327 

June 23 

TO: President FROM: Sec. Rusk 

The Javits Resolution — 

328 

'une 23 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 329 

Agenda for June 23 Meeting with President -- (1) Vietnam (2) Berlin# 

(3) DR. On Vietnam, the six points discussed will be: ROLLING 
THUNDER 20, Saigon's planned break of relations with France, 

Future use of B-52s, Soviet attitudes and what we should do about 
them. Prospects of Prime Minister Wilson's mission, Report on 
political programs of the Ky government. 

June 24 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Negative feelings at State about going to the Security Council now. 

330 

June 24 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Question ARC LIGHT II language. 

331 

June 24 

TO: President FROM: Sit Room Briefing Officer 

U. S. aircraft encounter with MIGs. 

332 

June 25 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

For meeting with Ambs Taylor and Johnson -- (1) Amb Taylor's 
basic directive; (2) staff; (3) reassertion of basic policy. 

333 

” \ne 2 5 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Chester Cooper 

Retaliation for restaurant bombing. 

334 

June 26 

TO: President FROM: Situation Room 

ARC LIGHT II (night run) COPY 

335 . 
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June 26 

"l 

TO: President FROM: Senator Church 

His Vietnam views. 

336 

June 26 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Message from Amb. Taylor which recommends reprisal action for the 
execution of Bennett and the restaurant atrocity. 

337 

June 26 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Meeting held with Rusk, McNamara, Ball, Wheeler, Bill l?undy, 
McGeorge Bundy on review of aspects of possible reprisal for 
restaurant and Bennet outrages. Feel major new acts against the 
North should be undertaken in terms of our whole policy in Vietnam, 
not in response to particular outrages. 

338 

June 26 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Rusk 

Have decided not to adopt your proposal on retaliation to atrocities. 

339 

June 26 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Rusk 

Authority to COMUSMACV to employ US forces in combat role in 
Night Run. 

340 

June 26 
) 

TO: JCS FROM: CINCPA.C 

Meeting with MCM Scherger of Australia. Inquiring whether we 
would need more troops in Vietnam from Australia. 

341 

June - 

Draft statement by State Dept, spokesman concerning Bennet 
execution and My Canh restaurant bombing. 

342 

June 27 

TO: Sen. M. Mansfield FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Answers to three Mansfield memos to the President. Administration 

versus Mansfield views on SVN. 

343 

June 28 

TO: President FROM: Bundy 

Message from EmbLondon as to reason PM Wilson did not choose 
Ayub for Commonwealth Minister Vietnam mission. 

344 

June 28 

TO: President FROM: R. McNamara 
Deployment of B-52s in Western Pacific. 

345 

June 28 

TO: Secs State, Defense, McGBundy, W. Bundy, McNaughton, Unger 
FROM: George Ball 

Plan for cutting our losses in SVN, summary. 

346 

s 

June 28 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Hi 

1 

of his need for additional US ground combat forces. 


June 29 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Sec. McNamara 

Since March 1965, number of light planes in SVN has increased from ( 
5 * COPY LBu 
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June 29 228 to 327, 44%. Helicopters have gone from 383 to 539, 41%. 

bont'd) With arrival of new forces, light planes will increase about 95% 
since March, helicopters around 44%. 

June 29 TO: Secs State, Defense, McGBundy, W. Bundy, McNaughton, Unger 349 
FROM: George Ball ./ 

Full memo for cutting our losses in SVN. (see summary 3 entries above) 

June 29 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 3 50 

Understood that SLF (approx 2000 personnel) is off Qui Nhon at 
this time. Advise CINCPAC urgently if concurrence obtained for 
landing of "one Marine company, " covers this whole unit. 

June 29 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Rusk 3 51 

Highest levels approved early deployment to Da Nang of two US 
Marine BLT's. Understood BLT's can close SVN in 3 - 4 days. 

June 30 TO: Secys Rusk, McNamara, Ball, Amb Thompson, McGBundy, 3 52 

Amb. Unger FROM: William Bundy v 

"Holding on in South Vietnam. " 

June 30 TO: Sec of Defense FROM: McGeorge Bundy 353 

Raising questions to your memo to President of June 26 on 
- "Program of expanded military and political moves with respect 

to Vietnam. " 

June 30 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 354 

France in Vietnam, 1954; and the U. S. in Vietnam, 1965. A 
useful analogy? 

"7 

June 30 Comments on Secretary of Defense's June .26 1965 Memo, ‘ 355 

"Program of Expanded Military and Political Moves with Respect 
to Vietnam. " 

June 30 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Chester Cooper 3 56 

Comments on Ball paper. 

June 30 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 3 57 

Ky seems serious about fulfilling his campaign promises. Am 
awaiting indication of countervailing reasons which led to contrary 
decision on reciprocity in restaurant bombing and execution of 
Sgt. Bennet. Military activities picked up during week. 

June 30 TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 3 58 

Concurrence obtained from Ky applied only to one Marine Company. 

Gen. Westmoreland secured Gen. Co's concurrence in his MND 
capacity for landing part or all of SLF subject only to spot coordina- 
tion with RVNAF authorities in Qui Nhon. 
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June 30 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Welcome decision to deploy two additional Marine Bits to Danang 
area. 

359 

June 30 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Martin, Bangkok 

Comments on VN military, political situation. Comments on 
SecState letter. 

360 

June 30 

TO: President FROM: McGBundy 

Contingency Planning on Vietnam. 

361 

June 30 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Need your quick assessment of local reactions to US forces 
presently in SVN. 

362 

June 30 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Agree to procedures for landing of remainder of SLF as required 
and proposal for handling press announcements. 

363 

July 1 

FROM: Sec Rusk 

"VIETNAM" (1) U. S. objective; (2) U. S. Commitments 
(3) Comment on the present situation (4) The risks (5) Main 
courses of action. 

364 

} 

July 1 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

If asked whether SLF is part of six battalions announced by 
Sec. McNamara on June 16, answer: "No, . . . . " 

365 

July 1 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

In modification of MACV intent reported in reftel to land one 
company of Marines at Qui Nhon, Gen. Westmoreland has now 
determined that situation requires two companies at once. 

366 

July 1 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 

Mission's quick assessment on presence of US forces in SVN. 

367 

July 1 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Last sentence reftel should read: "If queried on whether this 
means a total of more than the fifteen battalions already in country 
and announced coming, answer should be 'Not necessarily, no final 
decision has yet been made on that. '" 

368 

July 1 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: JCS 

Deployment of Marine Corps Elements 

369 

• uly 1 

i 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 

Deployment of USMC Forces 

370 
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July 1 
) 

July 1 
July 2 


July 2 

July 3 

July 4 
July 5 

Tuly 7 


~L'~: z. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 37-1-.. 

Four documents for consideration at 11:00 mtg tomorrow: t >' 

(1) Dean Rusk's four -page statement of basic issues (2) George Ball's 
paper on a compromise solution (3) Bob McNamara's recommenda- 
tion for expanded military action (4) Bill Bundy's program offering 
a middle course for next two months. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 372 

Ky happily acquiesced to plan for landing entire battalion of 
Marines at Qui Nhon. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 373 

Amb. Johnson, Gen. Westmoreland and I met with Gens Thieu, Ky 
and Co. GVN agrees to request introduction of two additional 
Marine Battalions with appropriate supporting division and air 
elements totalling approximately 8, 000 personnel to arrive circa 
July 4. Gen. Westmoreland discussed his deployment plan for the 
two Battalions and rationale involved. He pointed out disproportionate 
amount of U. S. combat strength in I Corps. 

TO: CINCPAC FROM: COMUSMACV 374 

Deployment of U. S. forces in SYN. Amb. Taylor has secured 
in-country clearance for landing of two additional BLT's supporting 
and associated combat, logistic support, Marine air and other 
forces totalling approximately 8, 000 personnel. 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 375 

Appreciate considerations you put forward urging a retaliatory 
strike against Hanoi -Haiphong area in response to execution of t 

Sgt. Bennet and bombing of My Canh Restaurant. Reasons for high- 
level decision not to adopt your recommendations. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 376 

Lodge transition. Telegram to Amb. Taylor as to when and how 
announcement of Lodge takeover should be made. Also, announcement 
of McNamara visit to SVN. 


TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec Rusk 377 

Thinking of announcing McNamara party visit on July 7. Point to 
your departure in first days oF August, with Lodge arrival roughly 
week or ten days thereafter. Inclined to stick to 15th for McNamara 
departure. Next critical deployment decision and announcements, if 
approved as result of visit can probably be held till July 22. 


TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: SecDefense 3 

Main purpose of our visit will be to receive from you and Westmoreland 
recommendations for numbe of US combat battalions, etc (as above 
with slight revisions). 


—TOP" SECRET 
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July 8 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 379 

j Agenda for your meeting with Acheson, Bradley, Cowles, Dean, 

Lovett, and McCloy -- also Rusk, McNamara, Fowler, Ball and 
Tom Mann. (1) Balance of Payments; (2) Europe (3) Latin 
America (4) UN and Article 19 (5) India and Pakistan (6) Arms 
Control and Disarmament (7) Vietnam. 

July 9 TO: AmEmbSaigon (Amb. Taylor) FROM: Sec McNamara 380 

Tentatively plan arrival Saigon, July 16 and departure about 
July 20. Principal members of party -- Amb. Lodge, Gen- 
Wheeler, Bill Bundy, J. McNaughton, Art Sylvester, Gen. 

Goodpaster. 

July 9 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Roswell Gilpatric 381 

"My sense of how the thinking of most of us assigned to VN panel". >'• 

July 10 TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: OSD 382 

Decision made to deploy approximately 10, 400 logistics and other 
support personnel required to support US/Allied military structure 
at current level of commitment and to receive Airmobile Division, 
if deployed. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 383 

An estimate of the situation in SVN as of July 11. -- Political 

Situation--prospects for the government; The potential opposition 
breaks down as follows; Military situation; PAVN troops in RVN; 

Battle -worthiness of ARVN units; Prospects of RVNAF expansion in 
1965; Availability of RVNAF general reserve; Estimate of economic 
situation; Over -all assessment; Two particular areas of concern 
should be noted; Psychological situation; Assessment of rural re- 
construction program; Estimate of VC capabilities in urban areas. 

July 11 to: Sec State FROM: Amb. Taylor 384 

In meeting with Q. S. press reps for background session, Amb Taylor 
commented on some of the important achievements of the past year. 

He said he thought the most significant development was the adoption 
of sound strategy for the conduct of the war. 

July 13 TO: Sec State FROM: Amb Taylor 385 

Alex Johnson and I discussed schedule with PM Ky this afternoon. 

I pointed out that^on US side^trip was in large part response to Ky's 
expression to US of desire for additional American forces and major 
questions would be what forces, where, how to be employed and what 
GVN expected to do on its side. Ky mentioned their Cabinet meeting 
on visit, and there was decision to seek "conference" with visitors on 
.) three broad general areas: (1) political (2) military (3) economic 

questions. 


July 11 

\ 
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TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: John McNaughton 

Draft on "Analysis and Options for South Vietnam" -- composition 

of US forces, present and future. 


386 


TO: DCI FROM: Sec Rusk 387 

"In order to assist us in making contingency plans for possible 
increases in US forces in SVN, I should appreciate it if you could 
provide an assessment of major reactions to a substantial increase 
in our force structure in SVN. Believe this assessment should be 
made by an interagency group reporting to QSIB. ..." "U.S. 

forces would be increased from their present level of approximately 75, 000 
men to 175, 000 by Nov. 1. " 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Sherman Kent 388 

CIA Special Memo — Soviet tactics concerning Vietnam. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb Taylor 389 

MACV informs that presence full 101st Regiment with three infantry | 
battalions and regimental hqs. confirmed; presence 18th Regiment ^ 
probably; presence 95th Regiment possible. All these regiments 
part of 32 5th PAVN Divn. 

FROM: William Bundy 290 

Checklist of Actions -- Possible timetable; Congressional actions; ^ 

The UN; Action with respect to the American public; Notification 
to key countries. 

TO: Deputy Sec of Defense FROM: L. Niederlehner, Gen Counsel, DOD 
Vietnam build-up — Legislative situation. 391 

FROM: William Bundy 392 

Draft Scenario — Congressional actions; Notification to key ^ 

countries. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 393 

The reasons for avoiding a billion dollar appropriation in Vietnam. 

TO: AmEmbBangkok FROM: W. Bundy . 394 

This is to alert you to decisions and actions on VN that might be taken 
following return of Sec. McNamara and to request your comments and 
suggestions on best way of handling vis-a-vis RTG and SEATO. 


TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Sec. McNamara will return from trip, you will want to speak with 
him. Vance has gone ahead with planning for the reserve call-up, 
the extension of tours, and increased draft calls which are fore- 
shadowed in military planning. The planned reserve call-up will 
be one Marine Division and six Army Reserve Brigades (a total of 
27 battalions). mov 
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July 20 TO: President FROM: Sec. McNamara 396 

' Recommendations for additional deployments to Vietnam. ^ 

July 20 TO: President FROM: H. C. Lodge 397 

My present views concerning our future course as regards * 

Vietnam. 

July 20 TO: USIB FROM: Joseph Seltzer, NE/CIA 398 

SNIE on Communist and free world reactions to a possible US 
course of action. 

July 20 TO: Sec dT~'Defense FROM: Chester Cooper 399 

Observations on your draft report contemplated US force *" 

build-up, etc. 

July 20 TO: Chester Cooper FROM: Gordon Jorgensen 400 

Comments-- on Vietnamese highlands concept. 

July 20 TO: President FROM: Adm. Raborn 401 

Views on SVN, present and future. 

July 20 TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 402 

Uncomfirmed reports indicate possibility of DRV troop concentrations 
in DMZ. 

? 

July 20 TO: NMCC FROM: MACOI 403 

! Departure statement of Sec. McNamara. 

July 20 TO: Sec. McNamara FROM: Leonard Unger 404 

Additional deployments to Vietnam and subsequent developments. 

July 21 TO: Mr. Bundy FROM: CLC 405 


Discussions noted two possible military outcomes resulting from a 
substantial increase in US forces: (1) VC main forces will be forced 
by US forces into reverting to guerrilla warfare; (2) VC main forces 
will choose not to confront our units head-on and voluntarily revert 
to guerrilla actions. 


July 21 TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 40.6 

Timing of decision and action in Vietnam. 

July 22 Memo for the Record FROM: Chester Cooper 407 

Meetings on Vietnam, July 21, 1965 

T uly 22 TO: Mr. Bundy, FROM: Henry Rowen, BOB 408 

Alternative methods of call-up of Reserve Forces. 

July 22 TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Ben Read 409 


Meeting of Foreign Affairs Consultants. Report on Vietnam 


- 40 - 


Stakes and objectives in SVN; Increase of combat forces in SVN; 
Policy on bombing of the DRV; Negotiating and international actions; 
prognosis of the situation; specific suggestions. 

Possible items for discussion — Vietnam. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Reasons for avoiding a big military appropriation in Vietnam. 

FROM: Robert McNamara 

Deployment of forces to SVN -- three plans. 

TO: Sec State FROM: Amb. Taylor 

In discussions during Sec. McNamara’s visit, question arose as 
to actual growth of armed forces and police during the last year. 
Summary of RVN military and paramilitary forces. 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: Ben Read 

Actions agreed on at Special Meeting of the Assistant Secretaries 

Need for secrecy; Schedule; General circular announcing the 
nature of Presidential decisons; Presidential and special messages. 

TO: Secretary of State FROM: Thomas L. Hughes, INR 

Giap’s third phase in prospect in SVN. 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: George Ball 

Expect that early next week highest levels will be making statement 
announcing program for expansion US military effort in Vietnam 
along lines discussed with McNamara group during visit there. 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

History of recommendations for increased US forces in Vietnam. 
Paper attached by Sed. McNamara on his meeting with William 
Bundy, J. McNaughton, Amb. Taylor, Gen. Wheeler, Adm. Sharp 
and Gen. Westmoreland in Honolulu on April 20, 1965. Deployment 
of 33, 500 US troops in addition to 2, 000 Korean troops. 

TO: SecState FROM: Amb. Taylor 
Amb. Taylor's view as requested. 

TO: Circular Telegram FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Message to foreign heads of state on our increasing forces in 

SVN but that we will continue to make every effort to negotiate. 

TO: McGeorge Bundy FROM: R. C. Bowman 

Analysis of population control in SVN. 


COPY LB*1 LIBRARY' 


.^©EsSSeRSEs- -41- 


July 26 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Agenda of noon meeting -- (1) SAM site problem (2) Position at 
UN (3) general plan of Congressional consultation and public 
announcement (4) Further consultation with Saigon Government. 

421 

July 26 

TO: Sec State FROM: W. W. Rostow, S/P • 

Hitting Hanoi targets. 

422 

v' 

July 27 

TO: President FRCM: William Bundy 

Response to Presidential messages on Vietnam. 

423 

July 27 

TO: SecState FROM: AmEmbSaigon 

Secretary McNamara's visit to Saigon: Meeting with GVN, July 16. 

424 

July 27 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Progress on Vietnamese diplomatic front. 

42 5 

July 27 

Summary notes of 553rd NSC meeting on Deployment of Additional 
U. S. Troops to Vietnam. 

426 

July 28 

The President's News Conference — Report to the Nation following 
a review of Q. S. policy in Vietnam. 

427 

/ 

july 28 

TO: CINCLANT, etc. FROM: OSD, Washington, D. C. 

Sec of Defense background briefing to reps of news media more 

money and troops to Vietnam. 

428 

i/ 

July 28 

TO: President FROM: McGeorge Bundy 

Call to Jack McCloy and Arthur Dean to give them a fill-in on back- 
ground of final decisions on Vietnam. 

429 

t/ 

July 28 

TO: CSA, CINCS TRIKE FROM: JCS 

Deployment of U. S. Army forces. 

430 

\s' 

July 28 

TO: AmEmbSaigon FROM: Sec. Rusk 

Following approved deployments of CJ. S. forces to SVN directed 
by JCS today 

431 ; 

July 28 

TO: President FROM: Situation Room Briefing Officer 

Reaction from abroad to your statement today on Vietnam. 

432 

July 28 

TO: President FROM: Amb. Taylorc. 

Comparative lull settled over military front this week. Ky and 
his associates agreed on all points of principle of our reinforcing 
US military effort here. Montagnard situation came to the fore 
again this week. 

433 

July 29 

TO: SecState FROM: Richard I. Phillips, P 434 

American opinion on Vietnam, July 22-29. American Opinion „ todadv 

Summary attached. C0PY LW 
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August 3 


Aug 27 


TO: President FROM: Alex Johnson 435 

Last week was amazingly quiet both on political and military 

fronts. 

TO: Sec of Defense FROM: Gen. Earle Wheeler 436 

Concept for Vietnam. 

Elements in a program of continuing action against North Vietnam. 437 
Chronology of Presidential Decisions -- Feb 24 to July 28 438 
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